
 

Year 4 Curriculum Overview 2022-2023                    DRAFT 

Subject Autumn 1  
 

Autumn 2  
 

Spring 1  
 

Spring 2  
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2  
 

English 
(spelling, 
punctuation 
and grammar 
will be taught 
as part of 
English lesson, 
and in stand-
alone alone 
lessons when 
necessary) 

Poetry: Werewolf Club Rules  
CLPE unit of work   

 
Fiction: Feast 
Narrative  
 
Non Fiction: The Boy who Grew 
Dragons  

Information text/letter  

Fiction: Aladdin   
Narrative – traditional tale  

 
Non-Fiction: The Long Wait 
Diary entry – build up to Christmas  

 
 

Fiction: Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory  
Narrative – adventure  
 

Non-Fiction: Holiday Brochure  
Persuasive writing  

Fiction: The Journey by Aaron 
Becker  
Narrative – adventure  

 
Poetry: Haikus, Tankas and 
Cinquains 

Non-Fiction: The Creature  
Newspaper Report  
 

Fiction: The Lost Thing by Shaun 
Tan  
Narrative – fantasy  

Non-Fiction: Once Upon a Raindrop  
Scientific report   
 
Fiction: The Lion, the Witch and 
The Wardrobe 
Narrative – first person 

 
 
  

Reading Guided Reading lessons will consist of one longer lesson and 4 shorter lessons each week; lessons will be based on the reading content domains (vocabulary, inference, prediction, explain, retrieve and summarise).  Texts will include 
a range of picture books, novels, poems and non-fiction books, and they will link to topics covered throughout the year.  

Maths Number: Place Value 
 
Number: Addition and Subtraction  
 

Measurement: Area  
 
Number: Multiplication and 
Division  
 

Number: Multiplication and 
Division 
 
Measurement: Length and 
Perimeter  
 
Number: Fractions  

Number: Fractions 
 
Number: Decimals 

Number: Decimals  
 
Measurement: Money  
 
Measurement: Time  

Geometry: Shape 
 
Statistics  
 
Geometry: Position and Direction   

Science Animals including Humans 
To describe the simple functions of the 
basic parts of the digestive system in 
humans. 
To identify the different types of teeth in 
humans and their simple functions. 
To construct and interpret a variety of 
food chains, identifying producers, 
predators and prey. 
 

Sound 
To identify how sounds are made, 
associating some of them with 
something vibrating. 
To recognise that vibrations from sounds 
travel through a medium to the ear. 
To find patterns between the pitch of a 
sound and features of the object that 
produced it. 
To find patterns between the volume of 
a sound and the strength of the 
vibrations that produced it. 
To recognise that sounds get fainter as 
the distance from the sound source 
increases. 
 

Living Things and their Habitats 
To recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways.  
To explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of 
living things in their local and wider environment. 
To recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose 
dangers to living things. 

 

States of Matter 
To compare and group materials 
together, according to whether they are 
solids, liquids or gases. 
To observe that some materials change 
state when they are heated or cooled, 
and measure or research the 
temperature at which this happens in 
degrees Celsius (°C). 
To identify the part played by 
evaporation and condensation in the 
water cycle and associate the rate of 
evaporation with temperature.  

 

Electricity 
To identify common appliances that run 
on electricity. 
To construct a simple series electrical 
circuit, identifying and naming its basic 
parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, 
switches and buzzers. 
To identify whether or not a lamp will 
light in a simple series circuit, based on 
whether or not the lamp is part of a 
complete loop with a battery. 
To recognise that a switch opens and 
closes a circuit and associate this with 
whether or not a lamp lights in a simple 
series circuit. 
To recognise some common conductors 
and insulators, and associate metals 
with being good conductors. 

History The Ancient Egyptians 
Locate Ancient Egyptian time period. Learn about daily life in Ancient Egypt and 
Ancient Egyptian culture. Explore Ancient Egyptian agriculture and the River Nile.  
Learn about Monarchy in Ancient Egypt. Investigate Howard Carter and his 
discoveries. Find out about Ancient Egyptian religion and Gods. 
Explore Ancient Egyptian writing systems (hieroglyphics, papyrus). 

 Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
Locate the Anglo-Saxons and Scots time period. Investigate Roman withdrawal from 
Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the western Roman Empire. Find out about the 
Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland). Learn about Anglo-Saxon 
invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names and village life. Explore Anglo-
Saxon art and culture. Learn about the Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and 
Lindisfarne. 

Geography The Wider World  
Locate the main countries in Europe and North or South America as well as locate and 
name principle cities. 
Identify the longest rivers and the largest deserts in the world and compare with the 
UK. 
Identify the position and significance of Equator, N. and S. Hemisphere, Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn. 
Learn the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, some basic symbols 
and key (including the use of simplified Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

South American Region – Brazil 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google Earth) to locate 
Brazil and describe features, including major cities. 
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including climate zones, 
biomes, rivers and mountains.  
Understand geographical differences and similarities between a region in the UK (a 
village: Appleton) and a region in South America (a village in the Amazon) through the 
study of human and physical geography.  
Explore what life is like in Brazil: culture, language, music, sport etc. Research the 
history of the indigenous people in Brazil. 

The UK 
Locate and name the main counties and cities in/around Oxfordshire. 
Describe and understand key aspects of human geography including types of 
settlements in modern Britain: villages, towns, cities. 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 

RE 

 
Do Murtis help Hindus understand 
God?  
To explore how Hindus express their 
beliefs through images of deities and 
symbols.  
Can the arts help communicate religious 
beliefs?  
Is religion the most important influence 
and inspiration in everyone’s life?  

 

Does the Christmas narrative need 
Mary?  
Who is Mary? What do images and 
symbols tell us about the role of Mary in 
Christian life? What was the role of Mary 
in the Christian story? How is Mary 
viewed in the Catholic faith? What is the 
significance of a Halo? How do other 
religious views of women compare to 
Christianity’s view of Mary? Does the 
Christmas narrative need Mary? 

Is a holy journey necessary for 
believers?  
Explore the holy journeys made by 
believers.  
Is religion the most important influence 
and inspiration in everyone’s life?  
Does participating in worship help 
people feel closer to God or their faith 
community? 

Why do Christians call the day Jesus 
died Good Friday? 
Who was Judas? Why did he betray 
Jesus? What would you do if you were 
Judas? What key symbols represent the 
Last Supper? What did the washing of 
the disciples’ feet teach Christians? 
Why is Christianity illegal in some 
countries? What symbols show that 
someone is Christian? What would you 
stand up for? 

What kind of world did Jesus want?  
What can Christians learn from the 
calling of the first disciples? What do 
Jesus’ actions towards the leper mean 
for a Christian? How do members of the 
clergy try and follow Jesus’ teaching? 
What is it like to go beyond the daily 
routine of a clergy person? 
What is the world like today? Does it 
match the idea of the world Jesus 
wanted? 

Does prayer change things?  
Explore the reasons why believers pray 
and what they believe the results are.  
Do religious people lead better lives?  
Is it possible to hold religious beliefs 
without trying to make the world a 
better place? 

PE Hockey  
Learn how to pass, receive and travel 
with the ball as well as tackle and shoot. 
Develop understanding of the principles 
of attacking and defending in invasion 
games.  

 
Basketball 
Develop dribbling, passing and shooting 
skills. Learn to travel with the ball, using 
both hands effectively. Play competitive 
team games.  

 

Gymnastics: Shape and Balance – 
Ancient Egypt 

Work individually and with a partner to 
create shapes and hold balances. Create 
and perform a gymnastic routine, linking 
sections creatively using a range of 
movements and linking actions.   
 
Invasion Games  
Develop skills needed to play a range of 
invasion games, such as dodging, 
dribbling, passing and marking an 
opponent. Focus on attacking and 
defending skills. 
 
 

Dance: Carnival of the Animals  
Learn a variety of dance techniques, 
taking inspiration from Carnival of the 
Animals by Camille Saint-Saëns. Learn to 
dance in unison/canon and discover how 
to use dynamics in order to fit the mood 
and the tempo of music. 

 

Tag Rugby 
Focus on attacking and defending skills, 
such as dodging, dribbling, passing and 
marking an opponent. Take part in 
individual, paired and small group 
activities as well as to play a range of 
competitive team games.  
 

OAA  
Develop problem-solving skills whilst 
working in small teams. Learn how to 
navigate around both a familiar and 
unfamiliar space, whilst developing basic 
map-reading skills. Develop fundamental 
skills such as agility, balance and 
coordination 

Circuit Training  
Focus on different types of exercise, 
participating in a range of activities that 
focus on the upper body, lower body 
and core muscles. Learn about aerobic 
and anaerobic exercise.  
 

Boing Games  
Develop ability to work in a team 
effectively, using decision making and 
problem solving skills.  
 

Athletics   
Develop existing running, jumping and 
throwing skills. Learn how to work as a 
relay team, by practising an effective 
baton changeover. Learn the technique 
for throwing the javelin (pull throw) and 
how to do the standing triple jump.  
 
 

Art and 
Design  

Egyptian Design and Drawing  
Look at the form, shape and structure of the pyramids. Learn to draw 3D shapes – 
draw a pyramid and combine with a watercolour sunset. Explore hieroglyphics and 
printing techniques. Use clay to make a cartouche. Create portraits in the style of 
traditional pharaoh drawing with headdresses.   
  

Insects 
Explore the work of a range of ‘Insect’ 
artists, in particular, Louise Bourgeois 
and Jennifer Angus. Develop use of 
colour in insect drawings using oil 
pastels, design mosaics and create 3D 
sculptures of different insects.  

 Anglo-Saxon Jewellery  
Explore Anglo-Saxon brooch designs. 
Create own design using card layering. 
Make a bead necklace using clay, 
painting traditional designs on beads.  

 

Design and 
Technology 

 Juggling Balls  
Explore and evaluate different juggling 
balls. Design and make a juggling ball; 
learn to use a hemming and overcast 
stitch, as well as decoration techniques. 
Use tie-dye and fabric paints. Finally, 
when completed, evaluate their product 
against design criteria. 

  Lovely Lunch (Food a Fact of Life) 

To be confirmed  

 Battery Operated Lights  
Develop understanding about series and 
parallel circuits and different types 
switches. Apply knowledge about 
electric circuits in a purposeful way by 
designing and making a battery operated 
light which will be controlled by a 
homemade switch.  

Computing Online Safety (Gooseberry Planet) 
Understand computer networks 
including the internet; use technology 
safely, respectfully and responsibly; 
recognise acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range of ways to 
report concerns about content and 
contact. Focus on online gaming/chats, 
online bullying and phishing. 

  To be confirmed  To be confirmed  

Music   Combining Elements to Make 
Music 
A celebration of a wide range of musical 
styles. Focusing on listening, singing, 
playing, composing and performing. 
Learn about the foundational elements 
of tempo and dynamics. 

 Lean on Me 
Focus around one song: Lean On Me, 
including learning about the interrelated 
dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, 
pitch etc.), singing and playing 
instruments. 

 

 Singing to Perform 
Learning songs for a production. Focus 
on singing as a group, performing in 
harmony and combing movement to fit 
the tempo/dynamics.  

PSHE/ 
Citizenship 
and British 
Values 

Being Me in My World 
Explain why being listened to and 
listening to others is important in my 
school community. Explore why being 
democratic is important and can help 
me and others feel valued. 

Celebrating Difference 
Discuss a time when a first impression of 
someone changed after getting to know 
them. Explain why bullying might be 
difficult to spot and what to do about it. 
Explore why it is good to accept myself 
and others for who we are. 

Dreams and Goals 
Plan and set new goals even after a 
disappointment. Explain what it means 
to be resilient and have a positive 
attitude. 

Healthy Me 
Recognise when people are putting me 
under causing pressure and explain ways 
to resist this. Identify feelings of anxiety 
and fear associated with peer pressure. 

Relationships 
Recognise how people are feeling when 
they miss a special person or animal. 
Give ways that might help me manage 
my feelings when missing a special 
person or animal. 

Changing Me 
Learn about the changes that happen to 
boys’ and girls’ bodies when they are 
older. Explore how to manage feelings 
when changes happen.  

Spanish  Planned and taught by Miss Browne 


