
Thursday 22nd September 2022 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to say welcome back, it has been lovely to see lots of you on the school gate 

and I have been so impressed with how beautifully the children have returned to school and settled in to our new class. It 

has been great to hear all about their summer holidays and they have quickly picked up our new routine.  

We currently have 26 children in Year One (Cherwell Class) and  I teach them on Monday- Thursday with Miss Browne 

teaching the class on a Friday. We are also delighted to have Miss Morgan & Mrs Bayliss working with us in the mornings 

and Mrs Barrett joins us every day.  

Tapestry 

As we have now moved on to the National curriculum, we will no longer use Tapestry. You can see your child’s info but 

when the new Reception children register the class will be taken off so if you would like to download or keep any pictures 

please do so as soon as possible. You will also receive a file of your child’s work from the year and their writing books from 

Reception.  We are now using books and I will also update the website regularly with pictures and info about what we have 

been learning about. You will be given a copy of my long-term plan and there is also a copy available on the website.   

Reading Books 

As you are all aware at Appleton, we firmly believe in the benefits of having children read at home. We are currently in the 

process of hearing all the children read and everyone should now have a reading book at home. Please could you make 

sure that your child brings their yellow reading diaries into school with their reading book every day as whenever we have 

an opportunity we will read with the children. If you aren’t sure where it is, please let me know and we will get a new one 

organised. It is really helpful if you can write in the reading diary whenever you have read with your child as it helps us to 

know how often they have practised a story and when it will be time to change to a new one.  We are always looking for 

parent helpers so if you are able to spare a bit of time please contact the school office.  

Phonics 

As I am sure you all know we teach phonics daily in year 1. In June your child will do a phonics screening check to assess 

how well they use and apply their phonics knowledge. For this they are required to read 20 real words and 20 pseudo or 

nonsense words. Later in the year I will give you some websites and activities to do at home to reinforce our learning of 

this. If you need any help with reading tips or phonics then a good website is the Oxford Owl website, follow the link:- 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

PE 

PE will happen every Wednesday and Thursday afternoon. The children need to wear their school uniform in to school 

each day and we change for PE in class. It is easier if the children leave their kits in school, and I will return them to you at 

the end of each half term so that they can be washed and freshened up for the new half term. The kit requirements are 

listed below.  

 This includes:- 

- A white t-shirt 

- Black shorts 
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- A pair of black jogging bottoms 

- A jumper to wear outside if it is cold 

- Trainers 

We also request that long hair is tied back for PE sessions and earrings are removed or covered.  

Forest School 

We are very lucky that forest school will continue for the children this term. This will take place every Tuesday afternoon 

and they have Ms Prior- Holt, Miss Morgan, and Mrs Barrett as support for these sessions.  The children will need to bring 

forest school clothes every Tuesday and will need long-sleeved top and trousers or leggings, wellies and lots of warm layers 

as the weather gets worse.  We will change in class, and they will come home in their forest school clothes each week. 

Snack 

There is fruit available for Year 1 at snack time and for break times. If the children wish to bring a snack from home it 

should consist of:- 

- Fruit 

- Dried Fruit 

- Crackers 

- Yogurt 

Medication 

Please keep us updated with any medical needs your child has. It is really important that we know about any ailments 

including asthma and allergies and that the relevant medication is available. 

Homework 

Homework will be given out on a Thursday and will be expected back to be back in school by a Tuesday. Our homework will 

always include daily reading and there will be spellings via spelling shed. If you are yet to sign up, please do so as it is a 

great tool for learning. Occasionally I will set extra activities on Google Classroom, and I will let you all know when I have 

done so. As always if you have any queries, please catch me at the school gate or email me via the school office.  

Class Teddy 

In Year 1 we introduce a class teddy to the children. Each child will get a turn to take the teddy home one weekend and we 

will start at half term. The child that takes the teddy home on a Thursday and will keep it for the weekend and write about 

what they get up to with it. I will start the book off, so you have an example to follow. Photos and drawings are encouraged 

and if the children can write what they did then even better. They can then bring it back in on a Monday to share with the 

rest of the class.  

School timings 

A few parents have asked me about the timing for the school day. The gate opens at 8.35am and closes for register at 

8.50am. If you arrive after this time your child will need to enter via the school office. The end of the school day for Year 1 

is 3.10pm and the children will be released from the gate by an adult. If someone else needs to pick your child up, then 

please let myself or the office know.  

Kind Regards, 

Mrs Kayleigh Ballard.  


