
W H O L E  S C H O O L  N E W S

World Book Day
It was fantastic to see the children dressed up as their favourite book character yesterday. 
Don’t forget we will be running a sponsored read from Thursday 3rd March to Wednesday 16th March.
All money raised will be used to purchase books for our class libraries, where children can read, share and retell these 
stories and non-fiction books. Money can be paid in via Parent Pay
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W H O L E  S C H O O L  N E W S

Day for Ukraine
Friday 11th March is ‘Day for Ukraine’ and we will be joining many other schools in raising funds for humanitarian 
support for those affected in Ukraine. We are inviting all children to dress in blue and yellow and are asking for donations 
(we suggest £1 per child but please donate what you can) which will go towards the British Red Cross appeal for Ukraine. 

Absence
If you child is to be absent from school due to illness please phone the school office and leave a message on the absence 
line as soon as possible, we can also receive emails.
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IMPORTANT DATES

Tuesday 15th March                                                     Year 4 trip Living Rainforest

Monday 4th April                                                          Year 3 trip Chedworth Villa

Monday 6th June                                                           Inset day

P A R K I N G  – K E E P  O U R  C H I L D R E N  S A F E

1. ‘KEEP CLEAR’, zig –zag 
lines
• This area should be kept 

clear during school hours
• This is not a parking spot
• This is not a drop off 

point

2. White lines
These lines indicate areas 
where it has been
deemed inappropriate to 
park as it causes an
obstruction putting 
pedestrians and other road 
users at unnecessary risk

3. School access road
This road should be 
kept clear during 
school drop off/pick 
up times. This is not a 
drop off point, parking 
space or turning point 

A C A D E M I C  Y E A R  D A T E S  2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2

WINTER TERM 2021

Start: Friday 3rd September Inset Days

H/T: Friday 22nd October – Friday 29th October 6th June 2022
20th July 2022
21st July 2022

May Bank Holiday

Monday 2nd May 2022

End: Friday 17th December 12 noon finish

SPRING TERM 2022

Start: Tuesday 4th January

H/T: Monday 21st February – Friday 25th February

End: Friday 8th April 

SUMMER TERM 2022

Start: Monday 25th April 

H/T: Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June

End: Tuesday 19th July 
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PE Update

Street Tag update
We are still doing fantastically well on Street tag despite having one of the teams with the fewest players. Please sign up 
for your child and they can start earning points quickly. I have seen lots of the children discussing the steps they take and
wearing them in school so it would be amazing to earn those points too. 

At the time of writing, the Vale Area leader board (out of 5 teams) is as follows:
1st place= 984,240 points Appleton CE Primary (62 team members) AMAZING JOB!
2nd place= 475,320 points Rush Common School (198 team members)
3rd place= 155,000 points North Hinksey C E Primary School (54 team members)
4th place= 110,530 points Chilton Primary School (150 team members)
5th place= 48,770 points St Swithun’s C of E Primary School (92 team members)

Our school leader board (out of 62 members) is as follows:
1st place= bellejem 295,690 points 
2nd place= rebeccafrancis 194,060 points 
3rd place= ghostfairy 182,790 points

School Team players can earn 200 points when they redeem PE code for completing the in school PE lessons. We will be 
sending out two PE codes per week. This week, the codes are:
ForSchools_GRZY
ForSchools_QYUF

Commonwealth games
You will have received an email about a competition linked to the Commonwealth games in Birmingham. If your 
child/children are keen to take part then please send the scorecards back into school by the 1st of April. Having met with 
Danny Taylor this week I know that he is keen to give away some prizes so please have a go and get the scorecards back 
to us. 

Bound for Beijing
It has been great to get to watch some of the Winter Olympics; I have enjoyed the curling and ski jumping so far. We are 
well on the way for our journey to the top of the mountain and have currently travelled 5,725m. This is great news as we 
reached the next pit stop; I have added the next pit stop activity below to try at home. We now have 275m until our next 
pit stop and pit stop challenge. I would really love to get to the next pit stop as then we are on the final journey so please 
have a go at logging some activity this week. 

Mrs Ballard





Get set… we’re taking part in Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel 2022 (the new name for Big Pedal), the UK’s largest 

inter-school cycling, walking, wheeling and scooting challenge. The challenge runs from 21 March to 1 April. It’s 

free and we would love everyone to be involved.

What do you need to do?

Encourage your child(ren) to walk, use a wheelchair, scoot or cycle to school on as many days as possible during 

the event. 

Including everyone

We want to make sure that everyone can get involved in Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel.

We know there may be things which make it more difficult for some pupils to take part than others. If you want to 

discuss more about your child(ren)’s specific needs, please contact Mrs Ballard or the school office and we will 

make sure that there is a way for your child to take part. 

Why we are taking part

Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel is a great way to build physical activity in children’s daily routine which is important 

for their physical health and mental wellbeing. 

Active school runs also help to reduce congestion and air pollution outside the school gate. A 2021 YouGov study

showed nearly half of UK children worry about air pollution near their school. And that children thought active travel 

was the best away to bring down these pollution levels.

Plus there are some great prizes to be won every day if we get enough children taking part!

Useful resources

To help you prepare, Sustrans has developed a handy free guide packed with advice, games and challenges to 

help you have hassle-free cycle, walk or scoot to school.  

Download your free family guide using this link:

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/sign-up-to-receive-your-free-family-guide/

For more information about the event go to www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk. Enjoy the challenge!

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/news/2021/april/increase-in-children-s-concerns-over-air-pollution/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/sign-up-to-receive-your-free-family-guide/









