Friday 3rd December 2021

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
Dear Parents and Carers,
With so much coverage in the news about the new variant, Omicron, and how many schools are having to cancel live
performances, I am sure you are keen to know what our thoughts and plans are. Sadly, for years 4, 5 and 6, Covid has got
in the way, and we have had to cancel our live performance of the KS2 carol service (look out for our virtual service in
the final week of term), but our current plan is to go ahead with our live performances next week for reception/year 1
nativity and year 2/ 3 Christmas play. Please be aware if we have a Covid outbreak in any of those year groups, or are
advised differently, we may need to change these plans at short notice. So, lets keep everything crossed that these
wonderful Christmas traditions can go ahead.
As always, my priority is keeping everyone as safe as possible and with only 3 weeks until Christmas, I want to give
everyone the best chance possible of spending Christmas with their loved ones. We know that with the new variant, all
close contacts will have to self-isolate for 10 days, irrespective of their vaccine status and I am acutely aware of the
pressure this could put on us at school and therefore we may need to put in additional measures to try and keep the
school open and operational during this time.
Don’t put others at risk and help us by:
• Keeping your children at home if they are unwell
• Take your child for a PCR test if they have symptoms that could be covid related
• Wear a mask when on the school site or when attending the performances next week.
• Take a LFD test on the day of the performance
• If you have been contacted as a close contact, have a PCR test and if waiting for a test result please protect others by
not coming to the performances
• Please stay in your seats during performances and do not come to the front for photo’s – we’ll take some for you
during dress rehearsals
• If unwell, please do not attend the performances
With all of this in mind, we will be making changes to the Mince Pie Monday event on 13 th December. This will now be a
mince pie/cake sale at the end of the school day. Please bring your pennies to support this wonderful charity, Sobell
house. Your child can also wear a Christmas jumper on this day by donating £1 to the same charity. Please wear face
coverings when making purchases.
Together we can help everyone to have a happy and healthy Christmas.
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Postcards of Kindness
We are very excited to have created some new community links by taking part in Postcards of Kindness. This initiative began in
2018 and now reaches people living in care homes worldwide. Postcards of Kindness is an initiative that asks people to write and
send postcards to residents of care homes. And while it's a small gesture, the resulting deliveries bring a great deal of joy.
Our first link is with Spencer Court Care Home in Woodstock (Miss Leggett is a volunteer there and her Mum works there as a
carer/ activities co-ordinator). Our second link is with the care company Care With Dignity (who Mrs Carnell has links
with). Postcards of Kindness helps remind people living in care homes and people who are cared for in their own homes, that there
is always someone somewhere thinking of them. The postcards encourage residents to hold discussions about the postcards,
reminisce on their own experiences and helps to inspire happiness in what can be a seemingly lonely time in their lives. The concept
also helps people to continue to feel connected to the community and wider world. It will also help us to generate and promote
cross-generational links which we feel are extremely important.
Year 3 Windrush Class will start this term by making postcards and Christmas cards to send to Spencer Court and then the residents
will make their own cards to send back to us in response. Year 4 Glyme Class and Year 6 Thames Class will be starting the link with
Caring With Dignity by making Christmas cards.

Last day of term
For the last day of term on Friday 17th December the finish times for school will be:
Reception - 12 noon
KS 1 - 12.05
KS 2 - 12.10
There will be no lunches or ASC on this day.

IMPORTANT DATES
Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th December
Thursday 9th December
Wednesday 15th December
Friday 17th December

Reception and Yr 1 Nativity
Year 2 & 3 performance
Christmas lunch
Last day of term
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1. ‘KEEP CLEAR’, zig –zag
lines
• This area should be kept
clear during school hours
• This is not a parking spot
• This is not a drop off
point

2. White lines
These lines indicate areas
where it has been
deemed inappropriate to
park as it causes an
obstruction putting
pedestrians and other road
users at unnecessary risk

3. School access road
This road should be
kept clear during
school drop off/pick
up times. This is not a
drop off point, parking
space or turning point

A C A D E M I C Y E A R D AT E S 2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2
WINTER TERM 2021

SPRING TERM 2022

SUMMER TERM 2022

Start:

Friday 3rd September

H/T:

Friday 22nd October – Friday 29th October

End:

Friday 17th December 12 noon finish

Start:

Tuesday 4th January
21st

February – Friday

Inset Days
22nd October 2021
20th July 2022
21st July 2022
May Bank Holiday
25th

H/T:

Monday

End:

Friday 8th April

Start:

Monday 25th April

H/T:

Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June

End:

Tuesday 19th July

February

Monday 2nd May 2022

PE Update
Santa fun run
We are very excited to be doing a Santa fun run in our Christmas jumpers on Monday 13th of December as part of our mince pie
Monday celebrations. We will be asking for a £1 donation to raise money for Sobel house.

imoves advent calendar
At a time of year when we are all, tempted by more treats imoves have decided to offer a free active advent calendar for families
this year. It is free to sign up and each advent day has a Christmas themed active activity to try at home.
Please just follow the link below and it will ask you to create an account, you only need an email and password for this and then you
can view the activities for each day.

www.activeadvent.fun
Street Tag update
Thank you to everyone who is working hard to collect points for our school team. It would be great if we can get a few more players
signed up so we can continue growing our points tally. Please sign up to our team if you have not already done so. We are competing
against schools with over 100 team members so please do encourage your friends and family to join our team. I am slowly getting
the hang of it and it is easy to synchronise the app to fitness watches so have a go as it’s an easy way for our points total to build up.
At the time of writing, the Vale Area leader board (out of 5 teams) is as follows:
1st place= 2,242,130 points Long Furlong Primary School (134 team members)
2nd place= 1,748,110 points Sunningwell CE Primary (107 team members)
3rd place=1,227,410points Appleton CE Primary (60 team members)
4th place= 725,420 points Rush Common School (198 team members)
5th place= 364,655points St Swithuns C of E Primary (92 team members)
Our school leader board (out of 61 members) is as follows:
1st place=bellejem 422,220 points
2nd place= ghostfairy 276,560 points
3rd place= rebeccafrancis 238,670 points
School Team players can earn 200 points when they redeem PEcode given by their PE teacher or class teacher.
School Team players can earn 200 points when they redeem PE code for completing the in school PE lessons. We will be sending out
two PE codes per week. This week, the codes are:

ForSchools_FPKB
ForSchools_RDGF
Bound for Beijing
We are well on the way for our journey to the top of the mountain and have currently travelled 2468m. We only have 532m until
our next pit stop and pit stop challenge.
We still have a long way to go so keep logging your exercise as it is great to see the range of activities we are taking part in. you need
the school postcode- OX13 5JL to join our team and begin logging your activity. Even a trip to the park counts.
Have an active weekend,

Mrs Ballard

