Friday 25th March 2022

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
Dear Parent/Carer
‘I am like a flower that is raised with love by you
You help me grow up big and strong
Mum thanks for all you do
I give you a gift of wildflower seeds’
We can watch them grow together as you watch me grow
What a lovely afternoon we have had, not only is the sun is shining, but after two long years, we
had our first face to face Church service, preceded by coffee and cake in school. It was the
glimpse of normality we all needed! Sadly Covid once again interfered with this being a whole
school event, but for those classes who couldn’t attend, we have everything crossed that you will
be able to enjoy our Reception, KS1 and year 3 Easter service.
Covid numbers continue to rise in school and today we had to put another class into a covid
secure group. Please help to stop the spread by keeping your child at home if they have any
symptoms and if they are unwell, but testing negative, please do take them for a PCR test.
Sunday is a special day for all of our mums and if you are not given a small packet of wild seeds
on Sunday, please dig deep in your child’s bag. It is just a small gift from us to you which we hope
you will enjoy growing together.
Have a lovely weekend
Amy Carnell
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WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
Updates to the White Rose 1-Minute Maths app
We've added two new topics to the 1-Minute Maths app!
The app now includes a range of new tasks based on multiplication and division to accompany the addition and
subtraction- based tasks available since its launch in January, covering all four rules of arithmetic children learn during
Key Stage 1. There are 13 new multiplication tasks to try along with 9 new tasks for division!
We’ve also added a number of new hint screens to the app, including arrays, number lines, bar models and ten-frames!
Plus, you’ll now see new equal groups questions!
Well done to Tommy and James who made an excellent bird box during forest school and received a headteacher’s
award.

Class weekly updates
A reminder that you can access a weekly update for your child’s class via our website on their class page.

Last day of term
For the last day of term on Friday 8th April the finish times for school will be:
Reception - 12 noon
KS 1 - 12.05
KS 2 - 12.10
School bus – 12.10
There will be no lunches or ASC on this day

IMPORTANT DATES
Monday 4th April
Year 3 trip Chedworth Villa
Friday 8th April
KS1 Easter service
Wednesday 18th – Friday 20th May
Year 6 PGL trip
Friday 20th – Saturday 21st May
Year 4 trip Winchester Science Centre
Monday 6th June
Inset day
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1. ‘KEEP CLEAR’, zig –zag
lines
• This area should be kept
clear during school hours
• This is not a parking spot
• This is not a drop off
point

2. White lines
These lines indicate areas
where it has been
deemed inappropriate to
park as it causes an
obstruction putting
pedestrians and other road
users at unnecessary risk

3. School access road
This road should be
kept clear during
school drop off/pick
up times. This is not a
drop off point, parking
space or turning point

A C A D E M I C Y E A R D AT E S 2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2
WINTER TERM 2021

SPRING TERM 2022

SUMMER TERM 2022

Start:

Friday 3rd September

H/T:

Friday 22nd October – Friday 29th October

End:

Friday 17th December 12 noon finish

Start:

Tuesday 4th January
21st

February – Friday

Inset Days
6th June 2022
20th July 2022
21st July 2022
May Bank Holiday
25th

H/T:

Monday

End:

Friday 8th April

Start:

Monday 25th April

H/T:

Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June

End:

Tuesday 19th July

February

Monday 2nd May 2022

PE Update
Boccia County Finals

On Wednesday this week, we attended the Boccia County Final that the children qualified for last
week. The children played incredibly well and the Year 3 team finished third in their group against
some tough competitors. The Year 6 team finished second in their group and would have qualified
for the quarter finals. However, due to over running we went straight to the semi-finals meaning
they just missed out. All of the children were incredibly respectful and supportive of each other
and the other competitors and were a real credit to the school.
Please read Alfie’s report below.

PE Update
Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel
We have had a great first week joining in with the Big Walk and Wheel and it has been lovely to see how many of the
children have parked further away and travelled in even if they could not do their whole journey. It would be lovely to get
over 50% of the children travelling to school by walking, cycling or scooting next week so if you can please get involved.
Street Tag
We are still doing fantastically well on Street tag despite having one of the teams with the fewest players. Please sign up
for your child and they can start earning points quickly.
At the time of writing, the Vale Area leader board (out of 5 teams) is as follows:
1st place= 1,468,740points Appleton CE Primary (62 team members) AMAZIG JOB EVERYONE!
2nd place= 560,550 points Rush Common School (198 team members)
3rd place= 217, 035 points North Hinksey C E Primary School (54 team members)
4th place= 190 320 points Chilton Primary School (150 team members)
5th place= 55,870 points St Swithun’s C of E Primary School (92 team members)
Our school leader board (out of 62 members) is as follows:
1st place= bellejem 385, 880 points
2nd place= ghostfairy 302, 850 points
3rd place= rebeccafrancis 263 points
School Team players can earn 200 points when they redeem PE code for completing the in school PE lessons. We will be
sending out two PE codes per week. This week, the codes are:
ForSchools_LZUI
ForSchools_WZLU
Commonwealth games
You will have received an email about a competition linked to the Commonwealth games in Birmingham. If your
child/children are keen to take part then please send the scorecards back into school by the 1st of April. Having met with
Danny Taylor this week I know that he is keen to give away some prizes so please have a go and get the scorecards back
to us.

Bound for Beijing
We are well on the way for our journey to the top of the mountain and have currently travelled 6,338m. Amazingly, we
are on the final push now to reach the top of the mountain and need to travel a further 3,462m. It would be great to see
this challenge out with a bang so have a go at logging the activity; the details are on a poster below. I know lots of you
have been active in the glorious sunshine this week so do not forget to log your activity. Even a trip to the park counts.
Have an active weekend and enjoy the sunshine,
Mrs Ballard

Get set… we’re taking part in Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel 2022 (the new name for Big Pedal), the UK’s largest
inter-school cycling, walking, wheeling and scooting challenge. The challenge runs from 21 March to 1 April. It’s
free and we would love everyone to be involved.
What do you need to do?
Encourage your child(ren) to walk, use a wheelchair, scoot or cycle to school on as many days as possible during
the event.
Including everyone
We want to make sure that everyone can get involved in Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel.
We know there may be things which make it more difficult for some pupils to take part than others. If you want to
discuss more about your child(ren)’s specific needs, please contact Mrs Ballard or the school office and we will
make sure that there is a way for your child to take part.

Why we are taking part
Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel is a great way to build physical activity in children’s daily routine which is important
for their physical health and mental wellbeing.
Active school runs also help to reduce congestion and air pollution outside the school gate. A 2021 YouGov study
showed nearly half of UK children worry about air pollution near their school. And that children thought active travel
was the best away to bring down these pollution levels.
Plus there are some great prizes to be won every day if we get enough children taking part!
Useful resources
To help you prepare, Sustrans has developed a handy free guide packed with advice, games and challenges to
help you have hassle-free cycle, walk or scoot to school.

Download your free family guide using this link:
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/sign-up-to-receive-your-free-family-guide/
For more information about the event go to www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk. Enjoy the challenge!

