Friday 18th September 2020

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
Dear Parents and Carers

We have had a lovely week and have made the most of the glorious sunshine with lots of outdoor time.
Year 1 have all been fearless foxes adapting to the new routine of coming into school independently very well. This is really helping
to reduce the pedestrian traffic around the school gate. Thank you to Mark Richards and the Parish Council for helping us contact
OCC to gain permission to mark a one- way system on Church Road. This is helping considerably. Can we please remind you that
children with scooters and bikes should be push, not ride, on Church Road?
I know parking is always tricky at both drop off and pick up times and the village hall committee have kindly agreed that parents
may use the village hall car park. With this and The Plough car park we can considerably reduce the parking problem we currently
have.
When to keep your child at home is a tricky one in the current climate, but please refer to the Parent Return to School document
for further information.
Amy Carnell
Reading
Each child has now been assigned a Reading Record on Google Classroom. You can access this by selecting ‘Classwork’ and
searching for the heading ‘Reading at home and at school’. These should be completed whenever you hear your child read. For
those of you who have children that are still on a colour band, you should be told over the next week what colour your child needs
to access. This will be written into their Reading Record. Children will not be bringing reading books home. Instead they will use
Oxford Owl e-books and selecting the appropriate colour band. E-books for reading can be accessed by following this link:
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/books/free-ebooks/.

Parent/teacher meetings
These will be happening on the 7th, 8th and 14th October. Each slot will be 10 mins with a 5 min slot in between to allow time for
teachers to access their next booking. These will be done virtually and you will receive a link allowing you access to book via Google
Classroom next week. You can also email or phone to book.

Looking for local tennis lessons for your family?!
Look no further!
Tom Wilsdon is a very passionate and fun coach who loves to get new players into the game.
I can offer individual lessons to all ages and abilities as well as small groups at Kingston Bagpuize and Southmoor tennis club in
partnership with Excel-TennisAcademy Tennis Coaching
Monday 6-7pm
Yellow Boys and Girls 12-15 year olds
Monday 7-8pm
Men Adult Improvers
Monday 8-9pm
Men’s Team Advanced Session
Tuesday 4-5pm
Mini Orange 8 & 9 year olds
Tuesday 5-6pm
Mini Green 10-12 year olds
Tuesday 6-7pm
Yellow 14-17 year olds
Tuesday 7-8:30pm
Ladies Improvers
Wednesday 9-10am
Adult Cardio Tennis
Wednesday 4-5pm
Mini Red 5-7 year olds
Wednesday 5-6pm
Mini Green 9-11 year olds
Friday 9-10am
Adult Cardio Tennis
Friday 4:30pm
Mini Red Improvers 5-7 year olds
Friday 5:30pm
Mini Red Advanced 6-8 year olds
FREE TRIAL SESSIONS AVAILABLE so come and give it a go!
Please share with friends and school colleagues.
We also have the exciting news that 2 additional floodlit courts will added in November.
We look forward to seeing you on court very soon.
Tom
Lead Coach
07729283603

IMPORTANT DATES
Friday 25th September
Friday 2nd October
Wednesday 7th October
Thursday 8th October
Wednesday 14th October
Thursday 22nd October
Friday 11th December

Virtual MacMillan coffee morning, more information to follow
Harvest celebrations pupils only
Parent/teacher meeting time TBC
Parent/teacher meeting time TBC
Parent/teacher meeting time TBC
Individual school photos
FS and KS1 virtual Christmas performance 2pm

PA R K I N G – K E E P O U R C H I L D R E N S A F E
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1. ‘KEEP CLEAR’, zig –zag
lines
• This area should be kept
clear during school hours
• This is not a parking spot
• This is not a drop off
point

2. White lines
These lines indicate areas
where it has been
deemed inappropriate to
park as it causes an
obstruction putting
pedestrians and other road
users at unnecessary risk

3. School access road
This road should be
kept clear during
school drop off/pick
up times. This is not a
drop off point, parking
space or turning point

A C A D E M I C Y E A R D AT E S 2 0 2 0 / 2 0 2 1
WINTER TERM 2020

SPRING TERM 2021

SUMMER TERM 2021

Start:

Wednesday 2nd September

H/T:

Friday 23rd October – Friday 30th October

End:

Friday 18th December at 1.15pm

Start:

Monday 4th January

H/T:

Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February

End:

Wednesday 31st March at 1.15pm

Start:

Tuesday 20th April 2020

H/T:

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June

End:

Tuesday 20th July at 1.15pm

Inset Days
Friday 23rd October 2020
Monday 19th April 2021
Wednesday 21st July 2021
Thursday 22nd July 2021

May Bank Holiday
Monday 3rd May 2021

Active Oxfordshire launches urgent campaign as children’s activity
levels plummet





Activity levels for children are at an all-time low as a result of COVID-19
In Oxfordshire, there are 68,000 school-aged children who are currently not doing enough
physical activity and risking their health and well-being
Inactivity can lead to obesity, physical and mental health issues and lower educational
attainment
Active Oxfordshire is launching the Active 60 campaign to help every child in Oxfordshire
achieve 60 active minutes every day

Press release
Right now, there are 68,000 children in Oxfordshire who are not meeting national
guidelines for physical activity. Since lockdown, activity levels for children have plummeted
and are now at an all-time low.
Active Oxfordshire is launching the Active 60 campaign to help every child in the county
achieve the Chief Medical Officer’s guidelines of 60 active minutes a day. Prioritising
children’s activity levels will ensure that we can give our county’s children an active start in
life and help protect them from obesity and long-term physical and mental health
conditions.
Active 60 calls on families, schools, local authorities and charities from across the county to
come together and achieve the goal of every child doing 60 active minutes, every day. Active
60 is offering specialist advice for schools on spending their PE Premium Funding and
increasing rates of walking and cycling to school through the year-round WOW Walk to
School Scheme; information for families about getting active and affordable activity
programmes such as Cherwell’s FAST programme through the GO Active website; and a
Healthy Active Children virtual conference in November.
Paul Brivio, Chief Executive of Active Oxfordshire, says:
“Children’s inactivity levels are a ticking timebomb that we simply cannot ignore. We owe it
to Oxfordshire’s children to work together and give every child an active start in life. COVID19 has not only meant that activity levels for children have dropped to an all time low, it’s

also widened the inequality gap. While 84% of children living in North Oxford can swim by age
11, that figures drops to just 30% in parts of East Oxford. This has to change.

Everyone has a part to play in the Active 60 campaign. We want to see more children walking or
cycling to school, more families able to access fun and enjoyable activities and partners working
together to reach our goal of every child active, every day.”
One of the schools working closely with Active Oxfordshire to help their children achieve 60
active minutes every day is Windmill Primary School in Headington:
“In this day and age, where our lives are dominated by screens, and where we’re seeing more
and more children becoming anxious and suffering with mental health issues, we must place a
greater emphasis on the children in our schools becoming physically active. If they can become
active for an hour a day, and this becomes part of their routine, we are supporting them in
setting themselves up for a future which is healthier and happier than currently many of our
children have.”
Lynn, Knapp, Headteacher of Windmill Primary School.
Tom Gubbins, Sport and Physical Activity Manager at Cherwell District Council co-ordinates the
successful FAST programme which provides affordable activity opportunities for families:
“The FAST programme is all about making it as easy as possible for families to be physically
active in Cherwell by taking provision to people’s doorsteps, along with reducing the cost of
activities to enable families to access opportunities that they may not have had the chance
before. The Active 60 campaign is a great way to help children achieve their 60 active minutes a
day and the FAST programme is excited to be a part of this campaign. The recent FAST lockdown
survey demonstrated that families have found it really tough in recent months to stay active; we
are committed to helping children and families get their Active 60 minutes.”

To find out more about the Active 60 campaign and get involved,
please visit www.activeoxfordshire.org/active-60

Gosford Hill School
is going virtual!
We would like to invite you to our

Virtual Open Evening
on

Wednesday 23

rd

September, 6pm - 7pm

This event is open to all parents of students in Year 5 and Year 6 and
is a great opportunity to find out more about our school.
The presentation will also be available to view on our website, after
the event, along with exciting videos from our faculties.

Link to the evening: https://meet.google.com/yqy-awuj-ka
01865 374971 www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.u
k
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