Friday 17th December 2021

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

Dear parents/carers
Christmas has always been a magical time for me and as a primary Headteacher, the Nativity and
school plays are one of my favourite events. This year, it wasn’t just the intense excitement on the faces
of the children I could see, but also that of all our parents and staff. These shared moments were even
more special because of missed celebrations over the last 21 months! The disappointment that Covid
won again with regards to our KS2 carol service still stings, but we continue to look forward and plan
for new opportunities in the new year.

The impact of the pandemic is clear for everyone to see, and I know that many of you are on tender
hooks that your Christmas plans will be able to go ahead. To those of you with plans to visit loved ones
for the first time in a very long time, I hope you get that long awaited reunion and wish you all a happy
and healthy Christmas.
Regards
Mrs Carnell

Thank you
Big thank you to all the parents/carers who gave gifts to all the staff at the school, it is very much
appreciated.

Sobell House
Thank you to all children, staff and parents for raising £200 for Sobell House, great achievement.

IMPORTANT DATES
Swimming for year 4 continues
Reading Engagement workshop
Oxfordshire Dance Festival
Height and weight measuring

Wednesday 5th January
Wednesday 26th January
Tuesday 8th February
Wednesday 16th February

PA R K I N G – K E E P O U R C H I L D R E N S A F E
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1. ‘KEEP CLEAR’, zig –zag
lines
• This area should be kept
clear during school hours
• This is not a parking spot
• This is not a drop off
point

2. White lines
These lines indicate areas
where it has been
deemed inappropriate to
park as it causes an
obstruction putting
pedestrians and other road
users at unnecessary risk

3. School access road
This road should be
kept clear during
school drop off/pick
up times. This is not a
drop off point, parking
space or turning point

A C A D E M I C Y E A R D AT E S 2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2
WINTER TERM 2021

SPRING TERM 2022

SUMMER TERM 2022

Start:

Friday 3rd September

H/T:

Friday 22nd October – Friday 29th October

End:

Friday 17th December 12 noon finish

Start:

Tuesday 4th January

H/T:

Monday 21st February – Friday 25th February

End:

Friday 8th April

Start:

Monday 25th April

H/T:

Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June

End:

Tuesday 19th July

Inset Days
20th July 2022
21st July 2022
May Bank Holiday
Monday 2nd May 2022

PE Update
Santa fun run
It was so lovely to see all of the children and staff taking part in our Santa fun run to raise money for Sobell house on
Monday. Everyone enjoyed listening to Christmas music and running, jogging, walking or dancing their way around our
AstroTurf. See below for just a few pictures from our wonderful morning.

PE Update
imoves advent calendar
At a time of year when we are all, tempted by more treats imoves have decided to offer a free active advent calendar for
families this year. It is free to sign up and each advent day has a Christmas themed active activity to try at home.
Please just follow the link below and it will ask you to create an account, you only need an email and password for this
and then you can view the activities for each day.
www.activeadvent.fun

Street Tag update
Thank you to everyone who is working hard to collect points for our school team. It would be great if we can get a few
more players signed up so we can continue growing our points tally. Please sign up to our team if you have not already
done so. We are competing against schools with over 100 team members so please do encourage your friends and family
to join our team. I am slowly getting the hang of it and it is easy to synchronise the app to fitness watches so have a go as
it’s an easy way for our points total to build up.
At the time of writing, the Vale Area leader board (out of 5 teams) is as follows:
1st place= 2,847,460 points Long Furlong Primary School (135 team members)
2nd place= 1,898,385 points Sunningwell CE Primary (107 team members)
3rd place=1,440,280points Appleton CE Primary (60 team members)
4th place= 821,730 points Rush Common School (198 team members)
5th place= 383,105 points St Swithuns C of E Primary (92 team members)
Our school leader board (out of 61 members) is as follows:
1st place=bellejem 462,980 points
2nd place= ghostfairy 293,840 points
3rd place= rebeccafrancis 278,370 points
School Team players can earn 200 points when they redeem PEcode given by their PE teacher or class teacher.
School Team players can earn 200 points when they redeem PE code for completing the in school PE lessons. We will be
sending out two PE codes per week. This week, the codes are:

ForSchools_IANI
ForSchools_BAGP
Bound for Beijing
We are well on the way for our journey to the top of the mountain and have currently travelled 2831m. We only have
169m until our next pit stop and pit stop challenge. Let’s all see if we can log some exercise over the Christmas period so
that we can have an extra mince pie.
We still have a long way to go so keep logging your exercise as it is great to see the range of activities we are taking part
in. you need the school postcode- OX13 5JL to join our team and begin logging your activity. Even a trip to the park
counts.
Have a lovely Christmas,
Mrs Ballard

